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Jeremiah - “Looking For Success” 

 

1. (Q1-Jer 1) Before Jeremiah even launches into ministry (one that he reluctantly accepted; cf 1:6), Yah-
weh’s introductory statements are loaded with stark realism. There is no room for romantic idealism: 

• the sin of Judah is serious and extremely dark (1:16). 

• (implied) Jeremiah will be Yahweh’s “voice” that will “declare my judgments against them for forsak-
ing me: (1:16). 

• this is going to be Jeremiah’s “job,” until further notice (e.g. “dress yourself for work…” 1:17a). 

• there are going to reasons to become “dismayed” (Heb, chatath, “to be shattered, broken, cracked, 
frightened”; 1;17b). 

• there will be attacks against him personally from which he will receive protection from Yahweh (e.g. 
“fortified city, iron pillar, bronze walls”; 1:18b). 

• his opposition will come from every social quarter of his own people (1:18b). 

• they will fight against him, but not overcome him (1:19). 

2. (Q1-Jer 7) The word “perished,” which is applied to truth, has a passive element to it. In other words, 
truth itself is a “victim” of sorts of this dark time. The word (Heb, abad) can mean “to be exterminated,” 
“to be lost,” or “to vanish.” 

• (Q2-Jer 26) Yahweh compares the future of Jerusalem to the past of Shiloh. Shiloh, which was about 
20 miles north of Jerusalem and therefore familiar to its residents,  was the central sanctuary prior to 
the rule by kings (Judg. 21:19; 1 Sam. 1:3).  The refusal to repent and their constant sin caused God to use 
the Philistines to shut down this old site. Jeremiah’s message is very simple: what happened to Shiloh 
will happen to Jerusalem,unless they too repent. But, the Jews of Jerusalem had adopted what was 
known as a “national theology,” or a “theology of place,” which did not allow God to execute judgement 
on his own “hometown,” and especially against His own “house.” So entrenched was this misguided 
“worship” of the city, that in these verses the officials of Jerusalem decide Jeremiah should be executed 
for “prophesying against this city” (26:11). 

3. (Q2-Jer 36) The time span here is slightly over 20 years, or roughly ½ of Jeremiah’s entire ministry. This 
makes what Jehoakim did all the more alarming. This wasn’t an ancient “book burning,” it was a fla-
garant dismissal of the voice of Yahweh by the one person whose primary spiritual responsibility was to 
lead the nation in covenant faithfulness. 

4. (Q2-Jer 37) Jeremiah had publicly encouraged surrender to Nebachadnezzar as a path of obedience to 
Yahweh (21:9), another attempt on His part to spare the lives of His covenant people. Perhaps this is 
why Irijah the sentry stopped Jeremiah and took him captive. 

5. (Q2-Jer 38) The cistern that Jeremiah was lowered into had to have been deep enough to warrant this 
type of entry. Apparently they didn’t want to be personally repsonsible for killing him, but were comfort-
able with him dying of “natural” causes through neglect. The absence of water but the presence of mud 
are both important. The presence of mud indicates that the cistern had recently contained water. The 
fact that it was empty indicates a dire set of circumstances for the Jews in the city. Water during a seige 
was essential. This was the entire reason for Hezekiah’s tunnel being carved out during the days of Isa-
iah, creating an underground water flow from the Gihon Spring to the Pool of Siloam. Finally, the fact 
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that the African who freed him needed rags to pad his armpits and three additional men to help him pull 
Jeremiah out points to the fact that he was deeply embedded in the mud. 

6. (Q2-Jer 42) It is important to place this passage after the fall of the city and the deportation to Babylon. 
These are people who have seen everything Jeremiah predicted come to pass! They of all people, have 
a reason to listen to him this time and believe that he truly speaks for Yahweh. Their decision here, to 
go to Egypt, I think may have been the most debilitating sense of rejection that Jeremiah faced from his 
people. 

7. (Q4) The metaphors here are hyperbolic (“thousands…” “ten thousands…,” “my firstborn…”). Micah is speaking 
here of both enormous sacrifice and impressive “numbers.” God’s response is twofold: 
• “You do not get to determine what is important to me. I do.” 
• “I’ve already told you what is important to me: just living, chesed love, submission to me in all things” 

8. (Q7) (This is an excellent opportunity to “resurrect” your observation skills!) 
• vs 1 — punishment by God,or enduring God’s punishment of others by association 
• vs 2 — hopelessness and directionlessness 
• vs 3 — individually and personally the “target” of God’s anger 
• vs 4 — physical pain; bearing the fruit of emotional and spiritual stress in his body 
• vs 5 — feeling totally surrounded by bitterness; feeling like his life is saturated with difficulty and pain; 

feeeling like Yahweh is doing to him what the Babylonians are doing to Jerusalem (i.e., “be-
seiged”) 

• vs 6 — feeling that his life is no better than a dead person 
• vs 7 — feeling that he is powerless; he can’t escape, he feels “trapped” in his circumstances and 

Yahweh is responsible for it all 
• vs 8 — feeling that prayer is useless and fruitless; God refuses to answer him, even when he cries out 

for help (e.g. the cistern, the house of Jonathan, etc.). 
• vs 9 — life is difficult and confusing 
• vs10— he feels like Yahweh has “ambushed” him; led him on a path only to attack him; feeling de-

ceived by Yahweh 
• vs11— feeling that Yahweh has “taken him out of the race” and turned against him, leaving him totally 

alone 
• vv 12-13 — Yahweh has attacked him at his weakest and most vulnerable point of his life 
• vs 14 — feeling humiliated and stupid; rejected by those he knows and who know him 
• vs 15 — feeling overcome, totally conquered by bitterness 
• vs 16 — his whole life feels unsettled; his sense of worth is gone (“ashes”) 
• vs 17 — he is in constant turmoil within, and has been depressed for so long he cannot even recall 

what it feels like to be “happy” 
• vs 18 — he is at the absolute end of himself; he has no resources and no hope because Yahweh has 

deserted him after decimating him. 

 

1. (Q3) Don’t miss the larger point here. It is certainly true and important that Jeremiah was obedient to 
Yahweh in a culture that had rejected and spurned Him. But, Jeremiah’s obedience was revealed in 
what he did. Jeremiah consistently spoke the truth of Yahweh into the lives of His covenant people. He 
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didn’t change the message to win their favor, or perhaps think they might listen if it wasn’t quite so 
stringent. Their rejection of Jeremiah was evidence that they did not recognize truth. Jesus said, “My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me” (Jn 10:27). 

2. (Q4) In this question, “contrasting” means how are the ideas of “successful performance” and “faithful-
ness” different? 

3. (Q8) Although the passage in Lamentations doesn’t address the issue of “failure” directly, the affliction in 
his life (which he blames Yahweh for) all came as a result of his prophetic ministry, And his message 
was “repent and Yahweh will forgive.” 

 

1. The attached article, Losing Heart in the Ministry will provide you with excellent sources of additional 
questions for your group, as it contains many of the sources of discouragement in ministry, as well as 
revealing some of our own misconceptions about “fruitfulness” versus “faithfulness.” 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