Reading the Bible’s One Story in Two Years
Some Important Things to Know Before You Begin

| wanted to lay out a few thoughts to you before you begin this reading program that | think are
important, both from the standpoint of expectations and better understanding as your read.

First, although it is truly commendable when someone decides to “read the Bible from cover to
cover,” it’s really not the best way to approach the Scriptures, if your real desire is to understand the
Bible’s “point,” or why God gave it to us in the first place. If the Bible is what it claims to be, namely a
single narrative about the purposes of God for all time, then reading it as a narrative becomes very
important. That was and is my goal in creating this project.

Second, | did this for myself, to be honest, and only decided to make it available to others as an
afterthought. This is important because there are some things | am content with that others (you?) might
not be. So, please consider my original goal as you use this...if you choose to do so.

Third, although the Bible is definitely a narrative, it is not strictly chronological. That’s an obvious
statement when we talk about the Table of Contents, but it’s also true of individual books, even when
they are placed in their proper chronological “spot” in the narrative.

Jeremiah and Ezekiel are excellent examples. As you go through the reading schedule, you'll see
they jump around a bit. I've tried to arrange their prophecies, best | could, in the order that carries the
storyline best. This was determined by names of kings (when available) that are mentioned.

The two books of Chronicles presented a difficult challenge as well. First of all, they were written
after the Babylonian Exile, most likely by Ezra. So, | was faced with placing them when they were
composed (Ezra 7-10 and Nehemiah), or during the time frame that they are reporting (2 Samuel - 2
Kings). | chose the later. | didn’t see how it would help you “get” the narrative if the material in those
books reappeared after the captivity and was squeezed into four chapters of Ezra. So, as you read the
books of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles together, keep in mind that Chronicles is written after Ezra 6,
and consists of a very edited history of the southern kingdom of Judah, with a special focus on the
Davidic dynasty.

| was faced with a similar issue with the Book of Job. | placed it before Abraham (Gen 12) for two
reasons. First, its milieu is definitely pre-Abrahamic whether or not it’s actual or an authorial choice.
Second, a book of its length could not easily be “spread out” anywhere in the reading program without
losing the continuity of its own narrative.

Finally, | have distributed the Psalms as best | could to match the historical settings of those we
know, Davidic authorship where stated, and the rest best | could with the information we have. | also
spread the Proverbs out over thirty-one days because of the large number of ideas in proverbial
literature. Reading more than a chapter of Proverbs in a day would be overwhelming.

The reading program is 96 readings spread out over 104 weeks (2 yrs). Each week contains 5
readings, which | think is a generous and realistic number, given life’s uncertainties. There are 8 weeks
“grace” in the two years, which | think is helpful navigating holidays, traveling, etc. The goal is a doable
reading program with the goal of having a better grasp on the One Story of the One God. And, this
reading program has no calendar dates which means you can begin any week of the year.

Okay, so that’s my rationale and a little bit of backstage insight on this year-long project. My prayer is
simply that you’ll find it helpful, attainable, and perhaps something you’d like to repeat.

Shalom,

o Su‘vu—w
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Genesis 1-2
Genesis 3-5
Genesis 6-7
Genesis 8-9
Psalms 1, 4-6
Genesis 10-11
Job 1-3

Job 4-6

Job 79
Psalm 9

Job 10-12

Job 13-15

Job 16-18

Job 1921
Psalms 10-11
Job 22-24

Job 2527

Job 28-30

Job 31-33
Psalms 12-15
Job 34-36

Job 37-39

Job 40-42
Genesis 12-14
Psalms 16-17
Genesis 15-17
Genesis 18-20
Genesis 21-23
Genesis 24-25
Psalms 20-21
Genesis 26-27
Genesis 28-30
Genesis 31-33
Genesis 34-36
Psalms 25-26
Genesis 37-39
Genesis 4041
Genesis 4243
Genesis 44-46
Psalms 27-29
Genesis 47-50
Exodus 1-3
Exodus 4-6
Exodus 7-9
Psalms 30, 31, 33
Exodus 10-12
Exodus 13-15
Exodus 16-18
Exodus 19-20
Psalm 105
Exodus 21-22
Exodus 23-25
Exodus 26-28
Exodus 29-31
Psalms 35-36
Exodus 32-34
Exodus 35-37
Exodus 38-40
Leviticus 14
Psalms 37-39
Leviticus 5-7
Leviticus 8-10
Leviticus 11-13
Leviticus 14-15
Psalms 4043
Leviticus 16-18
Leviticus 19-21
Leviticus 22-23
Leviticus 24-25
Psalms 4446
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Leviticus 26-27
Numbers 1-3
Numbers 4-5
Numbers 6-7
Psalms 4749
Numbers 8-10
Numbers 11-13
Numbers 14-15
Numbers 16-17
Psalms 50, 53, 55
Numbers 18-19
Numbers 20-22
Numbers 23-25
Numbers 26-28
Psalms 58, 61-62
Numbers 29-30
Numbers 31-33
Numbers 34-36
Deut 1-2

Psalm 64-65
Deut 34

Deut 5-7

Deut 8-10

Deut 11-12
Psalms 66-67
Deut 13-16
Deut 17-18
Deut 19-20
Deut 21-23
Psalms 68-69
Deut 24-26
Deut 27-28
Deut 29-31
Deut 32

Deut 33-34; Ps 90
Joshua 14
Joshua 5-7
Joshua 8-9
Joshua 10-11
Psalms 70-71
Joshua 12-14
Joshua 15-17
Joshua 18-21
Joshua 22-24
Psalms 91-93
Judges 1-3
Judges 4-6
Judges 7-9
Judges 10-11
Psalm 106
Judges 12-14
Judges 15-16
Judges 17-19
Judges 20-21
Psalms 94-96
Ruth 14

1 Samuel 1-2

1 Samuel 3-6

1 Samuel 7-9
Psalms 97-100
1 Samuel 10-12
1 Samuel 13-14
1 Samuel 15-16
1 Samuel 17-18
Psalms 23, 59, 63
1 Samuel 19-20
1 Samuel 21-23
1 Samuel 24-25
1 Samuel 26-28
Psalms 7, 34, 52, 54
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1 Samuel 29-31
1 Chronicles 1-2
1 Chronicles 34
1 Chronicles 5-6
Pss 56-7, 142

1 Chronicles 7-8
1 Chron 9-10

2 Samuel 1-2

2 Samuel 3-5
Psalms 60, 108, 109
1 Chron 11-13

1 Chronicles 14-15
2 Sam 6; 1 Chron 13
2 Samuel 7-9
Psalms 122,124
1 Chronicles 16-18
2 Samuel 10-12
1 Chronicles 19-20
2 Samuel 13-14
Pss 51, 3, 131, 133
2 Samuel 15-16
2 Samuel 17-18
2 Samuel 19-20
2 Samuel 21-22
Psalms 138-141
2 Samuel 23-24
1 Chronicles 21-22
1 Chronicles 23-25
1 Chronicles 26-27
Psalms 18, 143-145
1 Chronicles 28-29
1 Kings 1-2

1 Kings 34
Proverbs 1-2
Psalms 72, 127
Proverbs 3
Proverbs 4
Proverbs 5
Proverbs 6
Psalms 73-74
Proverbs 7
Proverbs 8
Proverbs 9
Proverbs 10
Psalms 75-77
Proverbs 11
Proverbs 12
Proverbs 13
Proverbs 14
Psalms 79-80
Proverbs 15
Proverbs 16
Proverbs 17
Proverbs 18
Proverbs 19
Proverbs 20
Proverbs 21
Proverbs 22
Proverbs 23
Proverbs 24
Proverbs 25
Proverbs 26
Proverbs 27
Proverbs 28
Proverbs 29
Proverbs 30
Proverbs 31

Song of Solomon 1-4
Song of Solomon 5-8
Psalms 81-83

1 Kings 5-6

2 Chronicles 1-3
1 Kings 7-8

2 Chronicles 4-6
Psalms 84-85

1 Kings 9-10

2 Chronicles 7-9
Ecclesiastes 1-3
Ecclesiastes 4-6
Psalms 87-88
Ecclesiastes 7-9
Ecclesiastes 10-12
1 Kings 11-12

2 Chronicles 10-11
Psalms 102, 104
1 Kings 13-14

1 Kings 15-16

2 Chronicles 12-16

1 Kings 17-18
Psalm 107

1 Kings 19-20

1 Kings 21-22

2 Chronicles 17-19
2 Kgs 1-3; 2 Chron 20
Psalms 111-112
2 Kings 4-5

2 Kings 6-8

2 Chronicles 21-22
2 Kings 9-11
Psalms 113-115
2 Kings 12-13
Obadiah & Joel

2 Chronicles 23-24
Jonah 14

Psalms 116, 117
2 Kgs 14; 2 Chron 25
2 Kgs 15; 2 Chron 26
Amos 1-3

Amos 4-5

Psalm 119:1-40
Amos 6-8

Hosea 1-2

Amos 9; Hosea 3-5
Hosea 6-8

Psalm 119:41-80
Isaiah 1-6

2 Chronicles 27-28
Hosea 9-10
Micah 14

Psalm 119:81-120
Hosea 11-14
Micah 5-7

2 Kings 16-17
Isaiah 7-9

Psalm 119:121-152
Isaiah 10-11
Isaiah 12-14
Isaiah 15-17
Isaiah 18-20
Psalm 119:153-176
Isaiah 21-22
Isaiah 23-24
Isaiah 25-27
Isaiah 28-29

Pss 120-21,123,125-26
Isaiah 30-31
Isaiah 32-33
Isaiah 34-35

2 Kings 18-20
Psalms 128-130
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2 Chronicles 29-30
2 Chronicles 31-32
Isaiah 36-39

Isaiah 4041

Psalm 132, 134-35
Isaiah 4243

Isaiah 4445

Isaiah 46-48

Isaiah 49-50

Psalm 78

Isaiah 51-53

Isaiah 54-56

Isaiah 57-58

Isaiah 59-60
Psalms 86, 101, 103
Isaiah 61-63

Isaiah 64-66

2 Kings 21-22
Nahum

Psalms 136-137

2 Chronicles 33-34
Jeremiah 1-2

2 Kgs 23; 2 Chron 35
Jeremiah 34
Zephaniah 1-3
Habakkuk 1-3
Jeremiah 5-6
Jeremiah 7-8
Jeremiah 9-10
Jeremiah 11-13
Jeremiah 14-16
Jeremiah 17-19
Jeremiah 20-21

2 Kings 24

Daniel 1-2

Ezekiel 1-3

Ezekiel 4-7

Ezekiel 8-10
Ezekiel 11-13
Ezekiel 14-16
Ezekiel 17-19
Jeremiah 22-23
Jeremiah 26, 25, 24
Jeremiah 35, 36, 45
Jeremiah 27-28
Jeremiah 29-31
Ezekiel 20-21
Ezekiel 22-24
Jeremiah 32-34
Jeremiah 37-38

2 Kgs 25; 2 Chron 36:1-21
Jeremiah 39, 52, Ezek 33
Jeremiah 4042
Jeremiah 43-44

Jer. 46; Ezek. 29-30
Ezekiel 31-32
Jeremiah 47-48
Jeremiah 49; Ezekiel 25
Ezekiel 26-28
Jeremiah 50
Jeremiah 51

Ezekiel 34-35
Ezekiel 36-37
Ezekiel 38-39
Ezekiel 40-41
Ezekiel 42-44
Ezekiel 45-46
Ezekiel 47-48
Lamentations 1-2
Lamentations 3-5
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Daniel 34

Daniel 5-6

Daniel 7-8

Daniel 9-10

Daniel 11-12

2 Chr.36:22-23;Ezra 1-2
Ezra 3-6

Haggai 1-2
Zechariah 14
Zechariah 5-8
Zechariah 9-11
Zechariah 12-14
Esther 1-3

Esther 4-6

Esther 7-10

Ezra 7-8

Nehemiah 1-3
Nehemiah 4-6
Nehemiah 7-8
Nehemiah 9-10

Ezra 9-10

Nehemiah 11-13
Malachi 14

Psalm 89

Luke 1

Matthew 1-2; Luke 2
Matt 3-4; Mk 1; Lk 3
John 1-3

Jn 4; Matt 9; Mk 2; Lk 5
Matt 12; Mk 3; Lk 6
Matthew 5-7

Matt 11; Luke 7
Matt 12-13

Mark 4-5; Luke 8
Matt 14; Mk 6; Jn 6
Matt 15; Mark 7
Matt 16-18

Mark 8-9; Luke 9
John 7-8

John 9-10

Luke 10-11

Luke 12-13

Luke 14-15

Luke 16-17; John 11
Matthew 19-20

Mark 10; Luke 18
Psalm 8, 118
Matthew 21; Mark 11
Luke 19; John 12
Psalm 110

Matthew 22-23

Mark 12; Luke 20
Matthew 24-25

Mark 13; Luke 21
Psalm 41, John 13-14
John 15-17

Matt 26; Mk 14; Lk 22
Psalm 22, Matthew 27
Mark 15; Luke 23
John 18-19
Matthew 28; Mark 16
Luke 24; John 21
Acts 1; Ps 16; Acts 2
Acts 3; Ps 2; Acts 4-5
Acts 3-5

Acts 6-7

Acts 8-9

Acts 10-11

Acts 12-14
Galatians 1-3
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Galatians 4-6

Acts 15-16

James 1-2

James 3-5

Acts 17 - 18:21

1 Thessalonians 1-5
2 Thessalonians 1-3
Acts 18:22 -19:41
1 Corinthians 1-3
1 Corinthians 4-6
1 Corinthians 7-9
Psalm 24

1 Corinthians 10-12

1 Corinthians 13-16
Acts 20:1; 2 Cor. 1-4
2 Corinthians 5-8
2 Corinthians 9-13
Acts 20:2-3; Rom 1-2
Romans 3; Psalm 32
Romans 4-5
Romans 6-8
Romans 9; Psalm 1¢
Rom 10 & 11; Ps 69
Romans 12-13
Romans 14; Ps 117
Romans 15-16
Acts 20-21

Acts 22-23

Acts 24-26

Acts 27-28
Philippians 1-4
Col 1-4; Philemon
Ephesians 1-3
Ephesians 4-6

1 Timothy 1-3

1 Timothy 4-6
Titus 1-3

2 Timothy 14

Ps 45, 102; Heb 1
Ps 8; Heb 2; Ps 95
Hebrews 34

Psalm 110; Heb 5-7
Hebrews 8-9

Ps 40; Hebrews 10
Hebrews 11-13

1 Peter 1-2

Psalm 34; 1 Pet 3-5
2 Peter 1-3; Jude

1 John 1-2

1 John 3-5

2 John; 3 John
Revelation 1-3
Revelation 4-7
Revelation 8-11
Revelation 12-14
Ps 86; Rev 15-17
Revelation 18-19
Isaiah 62; Rev. 20
Revelation 21-22
Psalms 146-150
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